
Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance
Rescuing sea turtles around the world

 

On 4th January 2022, the Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance
(STRA) became a registered charitable incorporated
organisation #1197327 in England & Wales. 

This is an exciting new chapter which will allow
STRA to apply to many more grants and funding
opportunities to best support rescue and
rehabilitation projects around the world. 
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The "Mexican Association of Sea Turtle Veterinarians
A.C. (AMVT)" is a non-profit civil society organisation
born in Mexico in 2020. It is formed by a group of
Veterinary Surgeons who serve as a link between the
different social actors to provide and strengthen
benefits groups in national and international programs
for the conservation, protection and recovery of sea
turtles and their habitats. 

"We work in collaboration with projects that support
the conservation, protection and recovery of turtles"
Dr Maribel Escobedo.

In partnership with AMVT we have launched the
"Mentorship Program".

The objective of our mentorship program is to bring you
the opportunity to meet other experienced professionals
working with sea turtle medicine & rehabilitation,
conservation, and protection around the world.

The purpose of professional orientation is to have the
opportunity to speak with experts who will help you find
experiences, develop new skills and direct your career by
clarifying doubts and job expectations.

This program seeks to promote labor connection on a
personal level by building solid and trusting relationships
between mentor-mentee, as well as fostering the
establishment of a network of professional contacts that
will promote job growth in the area of conservation,
protection and recovery of turtles.
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Personal satisfaction
 

Increase your own professional
motivation through teaching

Leadership and management
 

Strengthen your communication
skills and recruit talent

Feedback
 

Get new perspectives

Professional network
 

Expand your network of
contacts

Mentorship Program 
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Why be a Mentor?

Mentoring is used to attract talent and understand career trends that new generations aspire to.
The mentor, being an experienced professional, acts as a guide in the professional development
process of the people who are starting their career plan.

Mentoring goes beyond the rewards of "giving back," there are a wide range of personal
development benefits that mentors derive from the mentoring experience, including:

Apply here: https://amvt.odoo.com/en/orientacionprofesional



THE SEA TURTLE RESCUE ALLIANCE TEAM

In addition, Melanie has an MPhil in Marine Biology, focusing on the coral reefs of the Caribbean
whose shores are frequently visited by sea turtles. She is a qualified PADI Master Scuba Diver
Trainer. This love of the marine world stretches back to childhood holidays spent on the coast and
time spent on the Great Barrier Reef in Australia and Melanie loves to be in or around the sea.
Conservation of the marine environment is of utmost importance and the Sea Turtle Rescue
Alliance is an important part of the ongoing work of charitable organisations focused on marine
species.

WELCOME OUR NEW TRUSTEE AND
FINANCIAL ADVISOR 

Melanie Crockett’s career as a CFO+ has included leading global
teams of finance, HR, admin, operations and IT functions,
establishing businesses in many countries and overseeing the
management of these business through their growth, both
globally and locally on several continents. Melanie is a Fellow of
the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants. As a
strategic business partner to the CEO’s and Board’s of the
companies that Melanie works with, she brings experience of
leadership, governance and risk management as well as
operational and financial procedures.
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WELCOME OUR NEW 
TECHNOLOGY ADVISOR

Candice is a management consultant, systems builder and
technology project manager. With experience in both corporate
and social enterprise contexts, she loves to solve problems for
socially-& environmentally-driven causes.

Candice lived and volunteered at a sea turtle rescue project in
Kenya for two years, and is actively building and implementing
various technology solutions to support conservation of sea
turtles and marine environments in general.

Now as part of STRA, Candice has been essential as our
Technology Advisor. She has supported our website's progression
and later overseen the development of our Sharepoint platform.
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If you would like to apply for this role, or would like to make a
recommendation for it, please contact us at
stra@seaturtlerescuealliance.org

Regional Forums

Africa
Asia Pacific
Indian Ocean
Mediterranean & Europe
North America

We aim to connect and empower the sea turtle rescue and
rehabilitation community around the world. For it we need to
create quick channels to address any medical challenges in a
optimum manner.

This is why we are creating regional forums. To streamline
help to those who need it. 

We are currently looking for a Chair of the following regions:



Provet Cloud have generously donated their software to be used by
STRA member centres. Their ethos is to empower veterinary
professionals. "Provet Cloud's mission is to create a reliable, fast and
easy-to-use veterinary practice management software that helps
users save time and focus on what matters most—caring for their
patients and growing their business. 

The software is in the process of being customised to capture sea
turtle patient clinical requirements. Dr Alex McGhee, STRA's Data
Lead is transforming the practice management software to capture
clinical records that are more focussed with sea turtles in mind.

"We're giving sea turtle vets a powerful tool to capture clinical
records and manage turtles over a long period of time."

For more information regarding their patient management software
visit: https://www.provet.cloud/
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Global Communication
Our social media channel will share stories from

all over the world of sea turtles being treated by

veterinarians and rescue and rehabilitation

centres.

STRA is a global alliance and therefore encourages

original posts to be written in  all languages,  and

will provide translations.

STRA members will be encouraged to showcase

particular rescues or rehabilitated patients.

Member's are also welcome to share any news that

may want to be given a larger, global reach and to

do so, just tag STRA on any of the platforms. 

@seaturtlerescuealliance@seaturtlerescuealliance



14th May: New Frontiers in Clinical Sea Turtle Medicine, with Dr Max Polyak from
Loggerhead MarineLife Centre, Florida

16th July: Sea Turtle Biomonitoring in Quintana Roo State, Mexico with Dr Mary
Escobedo from AMVT

16th August: Sea Turtle Rescue in Thailand: Status, Clinical Studies & Key Players,
with Dr Watchara Sakornwimon, from Phuket Marine Biological Center, Thailand.

14th March: Sea Turtles and the Risk of Diseases, with Dr Narges Mashkour, from
Whitney Lab for Marine Bioscience, Florida

26th April: Antimicrobial Resistance in Sea Turtles, with Dr Matilde Fernandes, from
Lisbon University, Portugal

28th May: Marine Megafauna Stranding Cases in Indonesia: Challenges and Lessons
Learned from a Veterinary Perspective, with Dr Dian Kusuma, from IAM FlyingVet

23rd June: Sea Turtle First Aid and Medical Management, with Dr Claire Petros from
Olive Ridley Project
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STRA has launched a monthly Medical Series where we wish to
share news pertaining Sea Turtle Care and Medicine.

The playlist of past conversations is currently available on
Facebook and Youtube, as well as our Teams platform.

The idea is to reach the widest audience possible since each
centre faces different challenges. Thus, we rely on our
members' input and suggestions to understand your needs and
what you wish to see featured.

If you feel confident in a particular theme and would like to
share with others please contact us as we can discuss having
you in our series!

Medical Series
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Featured Rescue Story
A b u  D h a b i  E n t a n g l e m e n t :

A  L o g g e r h e a d ' s  f i g h t  f o r  s u r v i v a l  a n d  f r e e d o m
 

B y  U z e y r  K a m o r a  

 

Woody, later renamed Amal (meaning Hope in Arabic) is a
female loggerhead turtle that was rescued in December 2020.

Woody was found debilitated, weak and tangled in fishing line
that had constricted its right front flipper all the way to the
bone. Woody was in really bad shape with a very uncertain
future. However, with the help a dedicated sea turtle
rehabilitation team at the National aquarium, the British
Veterinary Center and the Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance, Woody’s
story became an example of how resilient and strong these
creatures are, if just given the chance. 

After joining the Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance Dr Claire Petros
introduced me to Dr Max Polyak, who has been my mentor and
friend for almost 2 years now. I have learned a great deal of sea
turtle medicine through the guidance of Dr Max.

The National Aquarium in Abu Dhabi offered me a part-time
consultancy as a veterinary nurse to provide medical care and
rehabilitate sea turtles. My full-time job at the British
Veterinary Center generously granted me time to work
between their hospital and the Aquarium to help sick and
injured sea turtles.

We had been receiving a large number of very sick green turtles  
so  I had already been in constant communication with Dr Max
via phone calls and telemedicine. He would give me guidance
on how to best treat them. My knowledge on these species  was
very basic until I learned some phenomenal things from him, 
 like actually doing a blood transfusion between patients.

Woody was the first loggerhead turtle I had seen. The beautiful
chestnut brown colour was so different from the usual green
turtles we see, she looked as though she was made out of wood
(hence we gave her the name Woody)!

I received a call around 5pm right after I had finished my work
at the animal hospital: a really sick turtle had been admitted at
the Aquarium. Although tired and ready for the weekend I
rushed to the National Aquarium to check on the turtle.

Uzi checking Woody on arrival 

The team carefully removing the fishing line from
Woody's front flipper



The very first time I saw Woody, a sadness rushed through me. With
her sheer size and heavy built body it was heartbreaking to see such a
beautiful creature so weak and unable to lift her head. The blue fishing
line was entangled all around her flippers, a stark reminder of how
human influence is affecting the natural world.

While properly examining her, I found the right front flipper was
wrapped so tightly with fishing line, and had been for so long, that the
line had cut through the muscle and it was so deep it was exposing the
bone. This must have been extremely painful and uncomfortable.

Dr Por, the National Aquarium veterinarian, and I started to carefully
cut the fishing line exposing the tissue and the bone. I sent the images
straight away to Dr Max who advised me to clean and debride well the
wound and provide our standard first aid care to Woody. We gave her
pain relief and fluid therapy, got her warmed up, and a few days later
Woody started to gain energy back!

I could see the difference in strength. We did  radiographs and found
the bone was intact with no fractures, the line had cut through the
muscle alone which seemed like good news. 

Dr Max advised to save the limb and treat the muscle around with daily
wound cleaning. Only a week in and Woody started eating when offered
food, which was amazing to witness as some of the greens stay with us
for months without even touching the food. I was so happy to see
Woody actually coming up and taking her food!

A few months passed and Woody gained strength and became more
active, swimming all day long at the Turtle Rehabilitation Center in the
National Aquarium. However, one morning I received a call from the
curator of the aquarium: they needed me at the aquarium immediately
as there was a problem with Woody! Not knowing what to expect, I got
in my car and started driving. On the way I asked them to send me a
video of her. It appeared while swimming around her tank Woody had
knocked her flipper on the wall and since there was no muscle around
the bone- the limb snapped off! I stopped the car, turned it around and
called them to ask for Woody to be sent straight to the veterinary
clinic.

Within half an hour of arriving at the British Veterinary Center the
towels under Woody were soaked red with blood. I saw Woody was very
weak and non-responsive, this time I really thought she might not
make it. With the help of Dr Nick Terraz at the British Veterinary
Center, we managed to stop the bleeding by packing it with special
blood clotting materials.

Woody was alive but very weak, a few days at the clinic and this turtle
once again surprised us all with amazing resilience. She became once
again more active and started moving around. When she was stable we
transferred her back to the aquarium. 
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The fishing line was well embedded in Woody's soft
tissue 

X-ray of Woody's front flipper - Humerus was intact

Woody dry docked for treatment after loosing her
right front flipper
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With the loss of the limb, it became uncertain if she could be
released or not, which was really upsetting to me. She cruised
the oceans once and now she would perhaps never be able to go
back? It was heart breaking.

On arrival back to the aquarium, once she was released back
into the tank, Woody began to learn how to swim with one
missing front flipper. She did very well and adapted really fast.
She was started on antibiotics and responded well, was active
and eating well. Woody looked as she had become very
comfortable even with one missing flipper. I was very happy
with her progress.

A year later we had over 190 baby turtles, five big greens and
one loggerhead in the facility. We scheduled a date for the
turtles' release and it was agreed that Woody would be released
together. The National Aquarium managed to successfully tag
all the adult animals including her.

On 12th June 2022 Woody was finally released back into ocean.
Two days later her satellite tag showed she was around 30km
between the UAE and Iran in the Arabian Gulf, further offshore
than any of the five other greens released simultaneously. She
was on her journey once again and I couldn't be happier for
her!

"Through STRA I have made acquaintances with
veterinarians from all over the world who have
more experience with sea turtles and in the
process, I have learned a great deal and helped the
patients further."

Uzeyr Kamora, Abu Dhabi

Satellite tags are placed on the released turtles from the National Aquarium



The Sea Turtle Protection Society of Greece,
based in Athens

Kélonia Care Centre,
based in Réunion Island,  France territory

A UK based charity with a Marine Turtle
Rescue Centre in the Maldives

Lampedusa Turtle Rescue,
based in Lampedusa Island, Italy

Welcoming our Partners
STRA welcomes all the new affiliated partners as the community keeps on growing. 

We will be introducing each center's work throughout the year in our social media accounts. 
 Some have already been featured and their interviews can easily be reached within our
website.

If you are a member and wish to be featured please reach out so we can organise a
conversation at your convenience.
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The Sea Turtle Care Centre,
based in the French Polynesia

The Israeli Sea Turtle Rescue Center
based in Mikhmoret, Israel



Welcoming our Affiliated Partners
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Quoin Island Turtle Rehabilitation Centre,
based in Queensland, Australia

Marine Megafauna Stranding Response unit and
Rescue Center based in the West Coast of India

The TOEF, based in Cape Town, South Africa

Alnitak Research Institute, an NGO based in Spain

The Australian Seabird & Turtle Rescue Inc,,
based in New South Wales, Australia

Protect Paradise, an NGO based in the Island of Mahé,
Seychelles

https://seaturtlerescuealliance.org/become-a-member/

Sfax Faculty of Sciences in collaboration with LifeMed Turtles
opened a sea turtle rescue centre in Tunisia

https://seaturtlerescuealliance.org/become-a-member/


Become a Member 

Request your rescue centre to become an Affiliated Partner

Share an interesting clinical case

Host a talk by being a guest speaker 

Become more involved: 

opportunities to become -

content creator

committee member 

region lead

Express interest in Provet cloud

Get in touch: stra@seaturtlerescuealliance.org

Want to be involved?
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On our website linked below you will find all the conditions required to join us and at the
end you will find the Membership form to complete. Please allow us some time to get

back to you, so we can revise your application.

https://seaturtlerescuealliance.org/become-a-member
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How to Apply:

https://seaturtlerescuealliance.org/become-a-member/


       Members Access to Microsoft Teams

Monthly Live Guest Speakers 

Monthly Clinical Case Study Reviews

Monthly Centre Spotlight

Second Centre to Pilot Provet Cloud

       Fundraising for Equipment and Training 
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 Future Plans

STRA Presentations and Publications 

5th Australian Marine Turtle Symposium Presentation 2020. A Global Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance: Introduction and

call for members. November 2020. 

https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/environment/disabled-turtle-makes-remarkable-recovery-after-being-

entangled-in-fishing-net-in-abu-dhabi-1.1196692

MARC - Marine Animal Rescue Coalition AGM, UK: Introduction to the Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance, Claire Petros.

Article in SWOT Report June 2021: Global Connections for the Medical Treatment of Sea Turtles. Maximilian Polyak,

Claire Petros, Alessandro Ponzo, Alex McGhee and Fabienne McLellan https://www.seaturtlestatus.org/articles/swot-

report-16-global-connections-for-the-medical-treatment-of-sea-turtles

STRA Steering Committee will be presented a poster at the International Association of Aquatic Animal Medicine

conference in Tampa FL, May 2021. Development of a Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance – A Global Initiative for Improving

Access to Veterinary Expertise. Claire Petros, Alessandro Ponzo, Maximilian Polyak. 

News and Presentations to date

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MooApBsrn0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MooApBsrn0E
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/environment/disabled-turtle-makes-remarkable-recovery-after-being-entangled-in-fishing-net-in-abu-dhabi-1.1196692
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