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On World Wildlife Day 2021, the Sea Turtle Rescue
Alliance (STRA) officially welcomed its first
members to join the interactive global network. The
Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance is a network for sea turtle
rescue centres to share clinical knowledge and data,
to enhance medical practices at facilities worldwide,
and support the global conservation effort for these
endangered species.
The Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance recognises that one of
the best way to protect injured sea turtles globally is
for all those dedicated to sea turtle medicine are able
to learn from the work of more experienced rescue
centres elsewhere in the world.
continued on next page
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The core aim of the alliance is to facilitate the
collaboration

of

sea

turtle

rescue

centres

worldwide, so that centres can empower each other
with the very best tools available for treating sea
turtles. The alliance will include:
A directory and an interactive global map of
rescue centres to encourage collaboration,
engagement, and act as a public reference of
rescue locations for injured turtles
enhanced connectivity between professionals
and veterinary efforts
live case consultations between members and
the ability to provide tele-medical support
when needed
a centralised turtle patient management system
to record medication, treatments and diseases

OceanCare
The alliance has been generously funded and
supported by OceanCare, a Swiss NGO
committed to protecting the oceans and
marine fauna holding Special Consultative
Status on marine issues with the Economic
and Social Council of the United Nations.

The OceanCare team and Dr Claire Petros in the
headquarters in Switzerland.
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Dr Claire Petros joined OceanCare in 2018 as
a Sea Turtle Consultant, and after discussing
her experiences visiting various sea turtle
facilities and the need for a global network,
OceanCare decided to support and mentor
the formation of STRA.
The initial funding allowed for the
development of a veterinary software
system to be customised for sea turtle rescue
centres and implemented in chosen pilot
centres, provides a Microsoft Teams
platform for member rescue centres to
access the online resource library, the
creation of the website and STRA’s social
media platforms.
“Marine turtles have survived the dinosaurs, meteorite
impacts and the ice age. The biggest threat to their
survival, however, are the impacts caused by humans.
We are confident that STRA will become an effective
global instrument to save many crucial lives”
Fabienne
McLellan,
Director
International
Relations at OceanCare.
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THE SEA TURTLE RESCUE ALLIANCE TEAM
Preliminary Steering Committee
STRA’s

steering

committee

consists

of

an

international

team

of

veterinarians working with sea turtles, including Dr Claire Petros lead
veterinarian of the Olive Ridley Project in the Maldives, Dr Maximilian
Polyak, Director of Rehabilitation at the Loggerhead Marinelife Center,
Florida, and Dr Alessandro Ponzo, co-director of Large Marine Vertebrates
Research Institute Philippines.
Dr Alex McGhee, a veterinarian that is now working as a
business intelligence manager, and for STRA is the data
lead on the committee and is customising data
solutions for sea turtle patient recording and
management.
In addition to the veterinarians, our committee
welcomes Fabienne McLellan, the Director of
International Relations at OceanCare, who brings
marine animal conservation and international policy
expertise to the team.

The Content Committee
Dr Minnie Liddell, the current resident veterinarian for the Olive Ridley Project and
Dr Mariana Fragoso, a small animal veterinarian at Medivet in Norwich and Jamie
Dichaves, the stranding network coordinator from LAMAVE have joined the STRA
team to organise and structure the Microsoft Teams platform.
Dr Minnie has been with the Olive Ridley Project since 2020, and prior to working
with sea turtles spent the last few years in the UK as a Locum veterinarian with a
special interest in wildlife and exotics.
Dr Mariana has traveled the world to gain experience in sea turtle medicine, including
volunteering as veterinarian for Archelon Rescue centre in Greece, as a sea turtle
rehabilitation intern at Clearwater Aquarium, and as a research assistant in Cape Verde.
Jamie is the marine stranding coordinator for LAMAVE, founded the El Nido Marine
Turtle Conservation Network and functions as assistant manager for sustainability in
Lio Beach. She has been involved in community organising, sustainable tourism and
wildlife rehabilitation for more than 8 years.
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Provet Cloud have generously donated their software to be used by
STRA member centres. Their ethos is to empower veterinary
professionals. "Provet Cloud's mission is to create a reliable, fast and
easy-to-use veterinary practice management software that helps
users save time and focus on what matters most—caring for their
patients and growing their business.
The software is in the process of being customised to capture sea
turtle patient clinical requirements. Dr Alex McGhee, STRA's Data
Lead is transforming the practice management software to capture
clinical records that are more focussed with sea turtles in mind.
"We're giving sea turtle vets a powerful tool to capture clinical
records and manage turtles over a long period of time."
For more information regarding their patient management software
visit: https://www.provet.cloud/

Microsoft Teams:

SharePoint Resource Library

Interactive platform for STRA members
The platform will grant access to STRA's members to
current and available resources regarding every aspect
of Sea Turtle Rescue and Rehabilitation, from medical
procedures for the veterinary members, to best practices
in sea turtle husbandry for the rescue and rehabilitation
centres and members.
Teams also provides chat function , enabling members
to communicate individually or in regional groups.
Members can share clinical cases and request medical
support if required. The library will be easily accessible
and searchable for specific injuries, diseases, treatment
options, including gold standard protocols of care as
well as video tutorials.
This database will be ever expanding and requests can be
made for particular material that may to date be lacking.
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Olive Ridley Project
Pilot Rescue Centre

Dr Alex McGhee visited the Maldives in March 2021,
to establish the first rescue centre, the Olive Ridley
Project's Marine Turtle Rescue Centre, with the
practice management software, Provet Cloud.
The daily tasks involved tracking all aspects of care
of

the

sea

turtle

patients

to

make

sure

all

opportunities to gather and record data was not
missed.
Dr Alex was previously a vet at a mixed practice in
Devon,

but

now

head

of

Linnaeus’

business

intelligence engineers and analysts – said:
“The aim is twofold – to build up knowledge and to
help put experienced vets in touch with the centres
that need their help.”

Dr Alex McGhee at the Olive Ridley Project Marine Turtle Rescue Centre

The Olive Ridley Project was founded by Dr Martin Stelfox in 2013 in response to encountering many
Olive Ridley sea turtles found entangled in ghost nets. The Marine Turtle Rescue Centre opened in
February 2017 and has treated over 150 patients, the majority of which have been entangled olive
ridley sea turtles. The centre has also treated greens and hawksbills, which can commonly be
encountered on the nearby reefs and sea grass meadows, and has rehabilitated one young
loggerhead, which are extremely rare in the Maldives.
Dr Alex spent a fortnight at the clinic and rescue centre, and fully
immersed himself in all aspects of turtle veterinary medicine. He
successfully took blood samples, placed a catheter, and helped
prepare patients for surgery.
He was also involved in the giving of medications and the feeding
and cleaning of turtles and their tanks. By monitoring the daily
work of the Olive Ridley Project's resident vet, Dr Minnie Liddell,
he could ensure that all necessary data that needed to be reviewed
for their continued care could be recorded on Provet Cloud.
By the second week the software had been customised sufficiently
that Dr Minnie was able to input the current patients and trial run
the software. The software will be trialled at two more centres,
before being available for STRA members in 2022.
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Social Media Channels
STRA has launched a Facebook Page, Instagram
account, Twitter feed, YouTube channel and a
LinkedIn page. All of which will be showcasing the
incredible work of STRA member's

and sea turtle

news stories from around the world.
All new developments for STRA, such as Live talks,
news of relevant and recently published papers, and
novel or emerging medical techniques will be shared
on our social media and Teams platform.
Turtle Tuesday will be an opportunity to introduce
STRA's new members and affiliated centres.

Global Communication
Our social media channel will share stories from
all over the world of sea turtles being treated by
veterinarians

and

rescue

and

rehabilitation

centres.
STRA

is

a

global

alliance

and

therefore

encourages original posts to be written in

all

languages, and will provide translations.
STRA members will be encouraged to showcase
particular

rescues

or

rehabilitated

patients.

Member's are also welcome to share any news
that may want to be given a larger, global reach
and to do so, just tag STRA on any of the
platforms.
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Future Plans
Members Access to Teams
Monthly Live Guest Speakers
Monthly Clinical Case Study Reviews
Monthly Centre Spotlight
Second Centre to Pilot Provet Cloud
Fundraising for Equipment and Training

STRA Presentations and Publications
News and Presentations to date
5th Australian Marine Turtle Symposium Presentation 2020. A Global Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance: Introduction and
call for members. November 2020.
Stakeholders Meetings in February 2021
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/environment/disabled-turtle-makes-remarkable-recovery-after-beingentangled-in-fishing-net-in-abu-dhabi-1.1196692
MARC - Marine Animal Rescue Coalition AGM, UK: Introduction to the Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance, Claire Petros.
Upcoming presentations
The Steering Committee is also publishing an article in SWOT Report June 2021:
Global Connections for the Medical Treatment of Sea Turtles. Maximilian Polyak, Claire Petros, Alessandro Ponzo,
Alex McGhee and Fabienne McLellan
STRA Steering Committee will be presenting a poster at the International Association of Aquatic Animal Medicine
conference in Tampa FL, May 2021. Development of a Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance – A Global Initiative for Improving
Access to Veterinary Expertise. Claire Petros, Alessandro Ponzo, Maximilian Polyak.
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Featured Rescue Story
Gambia: Emily and Bubbles at
The Gambia Horse and Donkey Trust
Bubbles, an adult female green sea turtle rescued in August 2020.
This turtle patient presented with suspected machete wounds to all
four flippers following an unsuccessful poaching attempt.
Emily Elgar, a veterinary nurse from the UK that has been working
at the Gambia Horse and Donkey Trust describes the rescue and
rehabilitation of Bubbles:
"I received a message from Yandeh, an eco-warrior for many
projects across the country, who had come across a severely injured
turtle.
Without hesitation, and very little turtle knowledge, we knew this
turtles only chance of survival was our horse and donkey clinic.
There is no aquatic facility nor marine specialist in Gambia, we had
to help. I threw a mattress, some buckets and a towel in the back of
the pickup and off we sped - as fast as you can on very bumpy back
dirt roads.
During the journey, I posted to veterinary voices - a private
Facebook group for veterinary professionals to share cases and
ask advice, desperate for any help with our incoming patient.
Within minutes, the response was overwhelming, and I had
immediate direct contact with Dr Claire Petros, a turtle
veterinarian involved with the Olive Ridley project in the Maldives.
Dr Claire’s advice immediately made the whole situation less
overwhelming, and on arrival we knew we at least had basics
covered.
When we arrived, we gained more information about the turtles
discovery from local charity Smile For Life and its director Omar
Sanyang. Omar and his team patrol the beach every night during
egg laying season, gathering eggs and moving them to hatcheries,
and protecting the females until they’re back in the ocean.
Sadly, turtles are hugely endangered in Gambia, not just from the
over fishing of the seas, but being caught in local fishing nets and
sold for meat, poachers awaiting them to lay their eggs and
ransacking the nests as well as tying up the females to sell on the
black market.
Smile for life have plans for a marine hospital and education
centres, acting as a means of employment for locals to ensure they
benefit as well as helping the turtle population at the same time.
But for Bubbles, she only had us.
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Smile found Bubbles the evening before, bound with rope and upside
down under a fishing boat. The poachers would have stowed her here
whilst calling for transport. Thankfully Omar and his volunteers found
her before the poachers returned and took her back to their base.
Bubbles had severe machete wounds to her head and all four limbs,
some just damaging the subcutaneous tissue, but at least two were
down to the bone.
Myself and Renske - a volunteer with us at time, bundled Bubbles on to
the back of the pickup, having soaked a foam mattress in water, and
she seemed to be curious as to why she was hurtling across The
Gambia.
On arrival at our equine clinic, we moved Bubbles to the hospital for Xrays and cleaning up her wounds. Thankfully our weigh bridge for
horses was equally as good for turtles, giving us an accurate 101kg
body weight - what an animal!
Again, receiving further advice from Dr Claire, and a good friend of
mine Dr Louise Ash, who works predominantly with exotics, and more
community comments from Veterinary Voices, we knew how to treat
her wounds.
With Bubbles moved over to our hydrotherapy tank, which we were
filling from the local sea fed mangrove river (using huge plastic
barrels being transported to and from the river via donkey cart or
pickup truck twice a day, to keep her water fresh and clean). Renske
and I sat down for some intensive nights of turtle school.
There’s not a huge amount of literature available regarding turtle
medicines, or simple ‘how to care for a massive injured sea turtle,
with no marine facilities’ manual - weird huh!
But what we did find, is some great videos, courses and info graphics
by the Olive Ridley Project, and more which were recommended by
John Flynn - another ‘turtle man’ with connections in The Gambia
and Guinea Bissau.
Over the following weeks, the support we received was incredible, from
John in the UK and Guinea, Dr Claire the Maldives, Dr Max in Florida,
Michael Moraitis in Greece and more, no matter what time of day or
night, any question or concern we had was answered within minutes.
Bubbles was become depressed with her tank life. After weeks of being
bright and interested, she was lethargic and dull. The ocean was
calling. Dr Claire and Dr Max agreed at this point, her best chance of
survival was getting her back home. We had cleared the infection and
her wounds were healing beautifully, the rest was down to her. In a
typically Gambian style, a number of issues meant we couldn’t get
Bubbles to the beach until sunset. So as the sun disappeared and the
stars filled the sky, Renske and I swam with her, for 3 hours, until we
were sure she had submerged to the depths. After the initial worry that
she was struggling with her buoyancy, she took one last breath and she
was gone."
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"We will be forever grateful for the
support the worldwide turtle
community gave us during this time,
and part of me hopes we get the chance
to utilise it again one day".
Emily Elgar, UK.
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What Can You Do Next?
Become a Member
Request your rescue centre to become an Affiliated Partner
Share an interesting clinical case
Host a talk by being a guest speaker
Become more involved:
opportunities to become content creator
committee member
region lead
Express interest in Provet cloud
Get in touch: info@seaturtlerescuealliance.org
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https://seaturtlerescuealliance.org/become-a-member/

To allow for a comprehensive, inclusive and equitable governance of the Sea Turtle Rescue
Alliance, member benefits are divided into a tiered system.
A Member is defined as a single individual involved in the medical care, husbandry and
management of sea turtles, affiliated or not, with a specific centre or institution.

Rescue and Rehabilitation Specialists
The first tier is for rehabilitation and other allied professionals.

Veterinarians
The second tier is for veterinarians.

Affiliated Partners
Academic, Governmental and Non-Governmental Institutions like University groups, rescue
centres and charities can become “Partners”. Affiliated Partners will have access to press
releases, social media content and other marketing materials to promote the mission, activities
and involvement in the Alliance and will have the chance to be involved in any planned activity.

How to Apply:
Individual Membership:
For Individuals wishing to join the Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance please download and complete the
Individual Member Application Form found on the website.

Affiliated Partner:
For an Academic, Governmental and Non-Governmental Institutions to become an “Affiliated
Partner” please find on the website the Partner Application Form for Institutions and read the
Sea Turtle Rescue Alliance Charter for the eligibility criteria, and return the forms by email to:
info@seaturtlerescuealliance.org
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